The official statement on baptism at United Church is as follows: “Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing with water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, does signify and seal our engrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord’s.”

Because United Church attendees come from many different religious backgrounds, we honor a multitude of theological opinions regarding the sacrament. Specifically, we honor infant baptism as well as believer’s baptism. We also baptize by way of immersion, pouring or sprinkling, depending on the desire and conscience of the one being baptized or of the parents (in the case of infant baptism.) We do not believe that baptism saves a person from their sins. To understand why, keep reading:

In the study book The Promised One, Seeing Jesus in Genesis, author Nancy Guthrie summarizes differing views on baptism this way: “Many faithful churches see a connection between Old Testament circumcision and New Testament covenant sign of baptism, and therefore, just as infants were circumcised in OT times as a sign of God’s promise to save, infants are baptized in the NT church as an act of faith in the promises of God.” (178)

Guthrie continues, “Likewise, many faithful churches do not connect Old Testament circumcision and New Testament baptism in the same way, pointing out that infants are nowhere specifically mentioned in the New Testament as being baptized. These churches hold to believer’s baptism in which those who come to faith in Christ are baptized as a sign of new life in Christ, identifying with Christ’s death and resurrection, and marking one as wholly belonging to Christ. Those who hold to believer’s baptism see it as a spiritual circumcision of the heart, signifying regeneration, faith and union with Christ. In this view, baptism functions first as a statement or sign of the fulfillment of that promise in the life of one who has personally trusted Christ. By immersion, believer’s baptism pictures one’s union with Christ’s death and resurrection in cleansing of sin and newness of life.” (179)

Both views agree that baptism is a sign and seal of the new covenant we have in Christ, inaugurated by his death and resurrection from the dead. It is a symbol of spiritual regeneration, cleansing and repentance from sin. (179)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, at United Church we will baptize infants, children and new converts to Christianity, not as a saving work in itself, but as the covenantal sign of God’s promises to save His people or as a sign of regeneration and repentance in faith in Christ’s power to save the individual. We do not believe that baptism is a saving work in itself, for the scriptures clearly state, “for it is by grace that you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourself; it is the gift of God, not of works- so that no one may boast.” [Ephesians 2:8] Additionally, we honor the historical traditions of immersion, sprinkling or pouring, depending on the informed decision of the person being baptized or of their parents, in the case of infant baptism. We also acknowledge the validity of infant baptism in a Christian church (including the Roman Catholic church) as a valid administration of the covenant of baptism, but will honor a new convert’s desire to be baptized again if he/she so desires after receiving pastoral council on the subject.

We would encourage you to deepen your understanding on the Biblical basis of baptism by searching the scriptures. Particularly, Acts 2:38; 22:16, Eph. 5:26, Colossians 2:12, Titus 3:5-7; and Heb. 10:22, as well as the Old Testament account of the covenant enacted through circumcision between God and the household of Abraham in Genesis 17.
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